European CDG research groups enhanced their collaboration in 1999, Körner was one of the founding members of this network running under the names EUROGLYCAN, then EUROGLYCANET and latest EURO-CDG, which all were supported by consecutive EU grants. Following his move from the University of Göttingen to the University of Heidelberg in 2004, the 'Center for Child and Adolescent Medicine Heidelberg' became established as one of the major centres for the investigation of glycosylation defects in Germany and Europe. Since the CDG patients and their families were very near and dear to him, Körner tirelessly promoted the work of the German CDG organization 'GlycoKids e.V.' for more than 15 years, by helping with words and deeds. For his outstanding efforts in his scientific work Körner was honoured by several prizes including the 'SmithKline Beecham Award for Clinical Investigation', the 'State Doctorate Prize of the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Göttingen' and the 'Lecturer Prize of the BStudy Group for Paediatric Metabolic Diseases^of the German Society for Paediatrics and Metabolic Diseases'. As well as his professorship in the Faculty of Medicine, Körner was also co-opted professor at the Faculty of Biology and a member of the BThe Hartmut-Hoffmann-Berling International School of Molecular and Cellular Biology^at the University of Heidelberg. He was an enlightening teacher for his students and an inspiring leader for all of his co-workers. He will be remembered as a brilliant biochemist and sadly missed by his colleagues and friends. Our sympathy goes out to his family, especially his son and daughter.
